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Spacial to Tha Asahi Shimbun

Japanese diplomacy leading up to
the Pacific War in World War II has
remained in a shroud of mystery. The
aim of my book “Demystifying Pearl
Harbor" is to re-examine the histor-
ical process and rectify biased but
widespread views by digging into
neglected facts from primary docu-
ments and testimonies that escaped
close attention. I hope it will con-
tribute to the sharing of historical
perceptions and mutual understand-
ings by the international commumni-

£y

1} Some Japanese, while admitting
the Japan-China War was a war of
aggression by Japan, maintain that
Japan had no choice but to go to war
against Britain and the United States
for its own survival and self-defense
because it was driven into a corner by
economic sanctions. But such a view
is partial and not fally eadorsed by
corroborative evidence or facts.

On the other band, the ruling of
the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East that Japanese lead-
ers conspired to conquer Asia is in-

correct. Also there is another wrong

argumment based on the fctidous view
that U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt
intentionally sacrificed the U.S. Pa-
cific fleet, knowing that a Japanese
fleet was approaching Hawaii, in an
attempt to infuriate U.S. public opin-
ion and pave the way for the United
States to join che fight against Ger-
many in the European theater of
World War IL

2) The assertion that the Un.itedl

States is responsible for provoking
Japan to go to war by presenting the
Hull note, which included proposals
unacceptable to Japan, just before
Japan-U.5. negotiations were about
to reach a compromise solution,
seerms also ope-sided. This assertion
is based on the assumpton that Japan
would have automatically accepted
a tentative solution concerning the
easing of an oil embargo at the final
stage of negotiations.

But it overlooks the fact that the
maximum amount of oil to be al-
lowed by the United States and
Britain was far below Japan's demand,
and it was more likely that such a
meager amount of oil could not have
satisfied Japan’s military quest to se-
cure rich oil fields in Dutch East In-
dies.

3) Another misunderstood view in
Japan is that the artack on Pearl Har-
bor was not reacherous but fully jus-
tified, if a blunder was not made by
Japanese Embassy officials whose
mishandling caused a delay in deliv-
ering the final note to the United
States.

This view hides the fact that the
military, which was intent on mak-
ing a surprise artack, resisted advance
notification, and that the army chiefs
of staff pulled the strings behind the
scenes to delay the wiring of notifi-
cation. This book also reveals that

POINT OF VIEW/ Takeo Iguchi

Separating facts from fiction about Pearl Harbor

the Imperial Japanese Army seized
and decoded a personal telegram sent
by President Roosevelt to Emperor
Hirohito on the eve of the surprise
attacks in Hawaii and British Malaya.
As a result, Foreign Ministry officials
were forced to make last-minute
hapd-written. amendments to the con-
cluding part of the Final Memoran-
dum, Due to such unexpected
developments, transmission of the
notification to the embassy in Wash-
ington was further delayed.

4) Japan's final notification to the
United States did not meet require-
meats of international law for an ul-
timatum.

Analogous to the case of entering
the Russo-Japanese War and World
War I, the Foreign Ministry’s draft
of the Final Memorandum spelled ous
Japan's intention to use force if nec-
essary in the concluding part. Bur the
military demanded its deletion to con-
ceal the intention to go to war and
changed the nodfication to simply io-
form the breaking off of Japan-U.5.
negotiations.

The original draft written by the
Forelgn Ministry read: *. . . we here-
by solemnly notify you . .. that the

government of the United States shall
bear responsibility for any and all
consequences that may arise in the
future.” The expression “any and all
consequences” implies war,

But this passage was deleted and
the final document ended with the
following wordings: “The Japanese
Government regrets to have to noti-
fy hereby the American Government
that . . . it cannot but consider that
it is impossible to reach an agree-
meat through further negotiations.”

According to Foreign Ministry
records, the ministry warned that if
Japan resorts to military action with-
out giving advance notice to break
diplomatic ties and enter into hostil-
ities, it would violate interpational
law. It illustrates a tragic situation in
Japan whereby diplomacy was sacri-
ficed for the military's strategic top
priority of ensuring the success of a
surprise attack.

5) Despite the fact that a meeting of
the Imperial Headquarters-Gavern-
ment Liaison Conference made a de-
cision to transmit the Final
Memorandum to the United States
at 4 a.m. on Dec. 7,194l (2 p.m. oo
Dec. 6 in Washington time), the
transmission of the final part of the
Memorandum was delayed by 12
hours untl 4 p.m. the same day. Be-
fare I solved the puzzle, the reason
for the 12-hour delay had never been
fully clarified due to inconsistent ex-
cuses and cover-ups made by those
suspected of shady operations.

Postwar testimonies given by those

officials repeatedly changed position. .

In a statement to the prosecution be-
fore the Tokyo military tribunal, For-
eign MinisteT Shigenori Togo said
the Tansmission was delayed because
“revising the text of the telegram took
time.”

Howaever, at the trial, the ministry
officials contradicted Togo's state-
ment and explained that it withheld
the concluding part for more thag 12
hours to safeguard the secrecy.

A document the ministry wrote
during the war some months before
the Far Eastern Military Tribunal did
not cite the safeguard of secrecy nor
the possibility of deciphering. It on-
Iy stated that there was a need to
send telegrams with one-hour inter-
vals to avoid an excessive flow of ca-
bles so as to not jeopardize the
embassy’s decoding process arouse
undue suspicions by the American
monitors.

However, three correction cables
were equally delayed, and the corri-
genda cables, which required urgent
disposal, had little to do with safe-
guarding of cable contents.

It was an afterthought of the min-

istry, which learned during the tri-
bunal that diplomatic telegrams had
been decoded. So they used such a
false excuse to protect themselves
and also sheltered the military’s secret
operation.

6) The Japanese Embassy in Wash-
ington had waited for the arrival of
the telegram until 3:30 a.m. on the
eve of the outbreak of the war, How-
ever, since the concluding 14th part of
the Memorandum and the correction
cables were not designated as
Yextremely urgent,” they were not
delivered during the midnight or pre-
dawn hours.

Furthermore, the Foreign Ministry
had originally marked as “extremely
urgent” its telegram instructing the
delivery of the Final Memorandum
at1 p.m, Dec. 7, Washington time (3
am., Dec. 8 Japan time), but it was
tampered with and downgraded to
“urgent.”

As a result, instead of delivering it
at midnight or dawn, a telegraph
company in Washington withhe ldp ic
until the following morning. The em-
bassy code-officers, who had waited
until dawn but rerurned home for
some rest, found many telegrams
when they went back later in the
morning and then started decodi
it. It also took time to clean-type the
corrected Memorandum. When the
Japanese ambassador handed it to
U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull
one hour later than the instructed de-
livery-time, Pearl Harbor had been
raided.

7) Morio Tomura, a communica-
tions officer at the Imperial Japanese
Army's staff headquarters, oversaw
censorship at the Tokyo telegraph
office just before the Pearl Harbor
attack He delayed the transmission of
telegrams to and from foreign coun-
tries for 10 to 15 hours.

Tomura is suspected of conspiring
with Ryuzo Sejima, a staff officer who
drafted the order for atracking the
Anglo-American forces in Southeast
Asia, to delay the rransmission of the
final notification to the United States
by withholding President Roosevelt's

personal message to the emperor for
10 bours.

In parallel with the withholding of
transmitting the concluding part of
the Final Memo, the U.5. president’s
urgent message to the emperor was
secretly decoded by the army’s In-
tellizence communication group. [t
is strongly suspected that, by decod-
ing the president's message, Sejima,
who was a protege of Prime Minis-
ter Hideki Tojo and Hajime Sugi-
yarmna, chief of the Army General Staff,
had found a perfect excuse to further
delay the transmission of the final
notification by necessitating its mod-
ification to take into account Roo-
sevelt's appeal to the emperor. The
Foreign Ministry fell into the army
trap.

Sejima and Tomura successfully
maneuvered to delay the notification
to guarantze the success of the ammy’s
surprise attack at Kota Bharu beach-
head, which was planned an hour and
a half before the Pearl Harbor raid.

8) Another important revelation is
that Japan went into war against
Britain without giving any diplomat-
ic notification. Foreign Ministry doc-
uments made one month before the
war clearly stated such military ac-
tion would be a violation of interna-
tional treaties and undermine Japan's
international credibilicy.

However, io his memoir, Foreign
Minister Togo asserted that since
Britain wasg a U.S. ally and the not-
fication given to the United States
for breaking off negotiations with
Japan served as a notice to Britain as
well, there was no need to make a
separate demarche.

But actually, a formal alliance be-
tween the United States and Britain
was not yet concluded at the time
due to resistance by U.S. Congress.
Britain had not been informed of
Japan-U.S. negotations undl late MNo-
vember, and it was never a party (o
such negotiations. Therefore, Togo's
assertion is completely false. It is an
absurd argument that is tantamount
to placing Britain's weorld position as
a U.S. protectorate or colony in terms
of international law.

9) Japanese government and aca-
demic cireles should reflect more
deeply over a past neglectful attitude
to overlook mistakes and distorticns
found in a number of posthumous
writings by key persons iovolved in
diplomatic and military dramas lead-
ing to the surprise attacks in Pearl
Harbor and in Malaya.

Their errors could be rectified by
the discovery and revelations of new
facts and evidence, which are con-
sidered reliable and convincing
enough to offer a useful guide in pro-
viding missing links to close histori-
cal gaps and resolve some leftover
enigmas that banged over our post-
war research in fapan.

Takeo is professor emeritus at
Shobi University and a former am-
bassador to New Zealand.
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