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THE JAPAN SOCIETY OF BOSTON
From the desk of the Peter M. (QGrilli — President

October 12, 2012

Dear Member of the Boston Association of Japan

It is a great pleasure to send you congratulation on the twentieth anniversary of the
establishment of the Boston Association of Japan (BAJ) Your friends in Boston are delighted that the BAJ
exists and that it has reached this milestone in its history.

I very much wish I could be with you in Tokyo on November 10 to attend BAJs 20% Anniversary
Party. However, [ have just returned to Boston from several weeks in Japan and it is not possible for me to
go back to Japan so soon. I was delighted to meet a number of BAJ members in Tokyo recently, when I gave
a talk about the history of the Japan Society at the Harvard Club of Japan.

Tt is a pleasure to know that all of you retain strong good memories of your personal experiences  in
Boston and that you share such memories at the regular meetings of the BAJ. Please be assured that we at
the Japan Society of Boston enjoy exchanging news and information with you in order to continue
strengthening positive ties of friendship between Boston and Japan. Through our mutual efforts, I am
certain that the relationship of Boston and Japan will continue to expand and grow ever stronger in the
years to come.

Thank you for your friendship, and warmest congratulations again on the occasion of the 20t
Anniversary of the Boston Association of Japan!

Yours sincerely,
(signed)
Peter M. Grilli
President
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BOSTON REPORT

From The Japan Society of Boston, 2012-2013

Interesting and exciting events about Japan continue to highlight every year for the members
and friends of the Japan Society of Boston and the Japanese Association of Greater Boston.
2012 was the 100™ Anniversary of the wonderful 1912 gift of cherry trees from Japan to the
United States resulting in the magnificent sakura trees blooming at the Tidal Basin in
Washington, DC. To celebrate that anniversary, many American cities held ceremonial sakura
plantings, and at least twenty different locations in the Boston area were enriched by new
sakura trees. Another highlight of the spring was the first Boston HaruMatsuri or “Japanese
Spring Festival,” which took place on Sunday, April 29, at Copley Square in central Boston,
sponsored by the JSB and the JAGB, with the collaboration of the Consulate General of Japan in
Boston. It was a tremendous success: festival organizers had expected about 2,500 people to
attend and were amazed when nearly 10,000 participated. Everyone had fun, but it was clear
that we needed a larger space for the 2013 HaruMatsuri Festival.

Other highlights of spring 2012 were the Japan Society’s Annual Dinner on April 18, 2012.
Featured guests that evening included Dr. Kazuo Inamori, the visionary Chairman of Kyocera
Corporation, and also Chairman of Japan Airlines. Another celebrity guest was Ms. Wakako
Tsuchida, Japan’s champion athlete who has won first place in the Boston Wheelchair
Marathon for five consecutive years. Two days after the Japan Society’s Annual Dinner, Japan
Airlines launched its new direct flight service linking Boston and Narita Airports. This non-stop
route has made travel between Boston and Japan much easier and more comfortable. The
citizens of Boston have responded with great enthusiasm and travel between New England and
Japan has increased dramatically during the past year.

In June of 2012, | announced to the Board of Directors of the Japan Society of Boston my
intention to step down as President of the Society in June of this year. Many have been
surprised by my wish to retire — but they should not be. | have been at the Society for thirteen
years, and have loved nearly every minute of my work there. But | have just turned seventy,
and | firmly believe that it is time to hand over the Presidency to a younger person, one with
more energy and fresher ideas than mine. Only that way will the organization continue to grow
in a healthy, positive way. | will continue to live in the Boston area, and wish to remain closely
involved with the Japan Society of Boston by working on special major projects. Itis an
organization of great importance and one for which | hold profound gratitude and affection.
But now is the time for me to move on.............

Once again, the autumn brought a change in leadership at the Consulate General of Japan in
Boston. Consul General Takeshi Hikihara, who had worked so successfully on the Cherry
Blossom Centennial and many other initiatives, returned to Tokyo to assume the important
position of Deputy Director-General of the European Affairs Bureau at the Gaimusho, where he
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now works closely with Director-General Toyohisa Kozuki, his predecessor as Consul General in
Boston. In mid-September, Boston welcomed Mr. Akira Muto as the new Consul General of
Japan. Invery short order, Mr. Muto established many friendships for Japan in Boston and he
quickly became recognized as a valued new member of the New England community. It will be
a real pleasure to continue to work with him on the many collaborative projects of the JSB and
the Consulate.

In late September 2012, I returned to Tokyo to give a talk at the Harvard Club of Japan on the
history of the Japan Society of Boston. The more | delve into that history the more fascinating it
becomes. At the Harvard Club event, | was delighted to see many BAJ members in the audience.
Itis truly heartwarming to be greeted by so many old and new friends wherever | go in Japan.

As all my friends and colleagues in Boston and elsewhere can imagine, my future work will
always be closely related to Japan. Even after stepping away from the post of President of the
Japan Society of Boston, | intend to remain closely involved and to help the organization
whenever | can be of use. | will continue to work on strengthening the sister-city relationship of
Kyoto and Boston. | also hope to continue as Chair of the Shigemitsu Global Cultural Council,
which is a major project of the JSB, and | will also work on other major JSB projects. We plan to
announce some of those projects at our next Annual Dinner, which will take place in Boston on
June 6. It will be my “sayonara party,” and | hope many of my BAJ friends will be able to attend.

After more than four decades in the field of cultural relations linking Japanese and Americans, |
firmly believe that cultural exchange is the fundamental force that keeps our two nations so
close and well integrated with each other. Geopolitical issues of great severity or trade issues
may challenge the U.S.-Japan relationship from time to time, but it is hard to imagine that such
problems will ever shake the fundamental strength of our cultural relationship. Culture
depends always on human values, and the kizuna or ties that link Japanese and American
people are founded on mutual trust and mutual confidence. Thankfully, Japan and America,
two of the most influential countries in the world, are strong and steadfast friends. The
relationship of our two countries brings to the world community great solidity and confidence
that — despite temporal threats and challenges — the future will be stronger and better not only
for the people of Japan and the United States but for the entire world.

It has been a privilege for me to serve the JSB and | am deeply grateful for the support of my
colleagues there as well as the friendship of hundreds of teachers, mentors and friends who
have taught me so much and so greatly enriched my life. Working together over many years, all
of us have woven a wondrous tapestry of U.S.-Japan relations. It is that background that
convinces me that the future of our two countries will be even richer and more beautiful!

Peter M. Grilli
President, Japan Society of Boston
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This year (2012) we will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the 1912 gift of cherry trees from
the people of Japan to the United States. Those
original cherry trees have transformed the

Potomac Basin in Washington DC into a site of

extraordinary beauty. This year, new cherry

trees will be planted in many American cities,

including Boston, as a symbol of the enduring

friendship of Japanese and Americans.
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Hanamizuki (Flowering dogwood)

In 1915, several Hanamizuki were presented
to Tokyo by U.S.A. in return for “Sakura (cherry
trees)” donated to Washington by Mr. Yukio
Ozaki (Mayor of Tokyo). Some of these were
planted in our school.
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